
 
 
 

 

LGBTQ Youth: 
State Laws, Regulations, or Agency Policies 

Related to LGBTQ Youth in the Child Welfare System 
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--- 
 
Alabama 

• State has no explicit protection against discrimination on the bases of sexual orientation or 
gender identity for youth in the child welfare system. 

• State permits state-licensed child welfare agencies to refuse to place and provide services to 
children and families, including LGBTQ people and same-sex couples, if doing so conflicts with 
their religious beliefs. This exemption is only permitted for agencies that do not receive 
government funding. See HB 24 (2017). 

 
Alaska  

• State has no explicit protection against discrimination on the bases of sexual orientation or 
gender identity for youth in the child welfare system. 

• Formerly, state agency explicitly interpreted existing protections based on sex to include both 
sexual orientation and gender identity for employment, housing, public accommodations, 
credit/lending, and government agencies/services (including child welfare services). See 
archived capture of Alaska State Commission for Human Rights (announced Dec 2020), agency 
social media post (Dec 2020), and subsequent guidance with further detail (Feb 2021), as well as  
archived capture of Alaska DHSS Discrimination Complaint Form (Dec 2020), enumerating sexual 
orientation and gender identity or expression. However, under pressure from conservative 
interest groups amid the 2022 election season, in August 2022 the agency rescinded its 
interpretation for all areas except for employment, which was explicitly covered by the U.S. 
Supreme Court ruling in Bostock v. Clayton County, Georgia (2020). See this coverage for more 
details about this reversal, and see also the agency’s social media post announcing the change 
(August 2022). The DHSS complaint form is no longer available online. 

 
Arizona  

• State agency policy prohibits discrimination on the bases of sexual orientation or gender identity 
for youth in the child welfare system. See DCS 15-39 “LGBTQ+ Policy” (Dec 2021).  

• State agency policy includes provision that children “may be placed in living arrangements 
according to their gender identity, regardless of the sex assigned at birth,” and procedures for 
evaluating potential placements for transgender and gender diverse children. See DCS 15-39 
“LGBTQ+ Policy” (Dec 2021).  

• State permits state-licensed child welfare agencies to refuse to place and provide services to 
children and families, including LGBTQ people and same-sex couples, if doing so conflicts with 
their religious beliefs. See SB 1399 (2022). 

 
 

https://legiscan.com/AL/bill/HB24/2017
https://web.archive.org/web/20201228170752/https:/humanrights.alaska.gov/
https://twitter.com/ASCHR7/status/1334267423877287939
https://humanrights.alaska.gov/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/ASCHR-LGBTQ-Discrimination-Guide.pdf
https://web.archive.org/web/20201231013527/http:/dhss.alaska.gov/Commissioner/Documents/documents/OCRDiscriminationComplaintForm.pdf
https://www.supremecourt.gov/opinions/19pdf/17-1618_hfci.pdf
https://www.propublica.org/article/alaska-drops-lgbtq-discrimination-ban
https://twitter.com/ASCHR7/status/1559701451831529472
https://extranet.azdcs.gov/DCSPolicy/Content/Adminstrative%20Policy/DCS%2015/DCS%2015-39%20LGBTQ%20Policy.pdf
https://extranet.azdcs.gov/DCSPolicy/Content/Adminstrative%20Policy/DCS%2015/DCS%2015-39%20LGBTQ%20Policy.pdf
https://extranet.azdcs.gov/DCSPolicy/Content/Adminstrative%20Policy/DCS%2015/DCS%2015-39%20LGBTQ%20Policy.pdf
https://apps.azleg.gov/BillStatus/BillOverview/77334


 
 
 

 

Arkansas 

• State has no explicit protection against discrimination on the bases of sexual orientation or 
gender identity for youth in the child welfare system. 

 
California 

• State law prohibits discrimination based on sexual orientation and gender identity in the 
provision of state programs and activities; SB 1441 (2006; effective 2007). 

• State law prohibits discrimination against youth in the child welfare system on the bases of 
sexual orientation and gender identity. See AB 458 (2003; effective 2004), Cal. WIC 16001.9, and 
Cal. Code Regs. tit. 22, §83072. 

• State law requires LGBTQ-inclusive cultural competency training for foster agencies and staff. 
See AB 458 (2003) and Cal. Code Regs. tit. 22, § 88022. 

• State law requires that transgender youth in out-of-home care be placed according to their 
gender identity. See SB 731 (2015), and Cal. WIC 16001.9.19 

 
Colorado  

• State law includes protections against discrimination for youth in the child welfare system on 
the bases of sexual orientation and gender identity (enumerated separately). See SB 11-120 
(2011) and CRS 19-7-101. 

• State’s nondiscrimination law applies to state (via definition of person), including child welfare 
agency and government services (via definition of public accommodations, including “any place 
offering services… to the public”). State’s nondiscrimination law enumerates SO, defined to 
include GI (2008). 

• State law prohibits gender identity discrimination in housing, which may apply to placement in 
the child welfare system. See 3 Colo. Code Regs. § 708-1:81.9. 

 
Connecticut  

• State agency policy prohibits discrimination in adoption, foster care, and for youth in the child 
welfare system on the bases of sexual orientation and gender identity. See DCF’s 
Nondiscrimination Statement, first issued as Policy 30-9, May 2004.  

• State agency policy requires that transgender youth in out-of-home care be placed according to 
their gender identity. See DCF’s “Working with Transgender Youth and Caregivers Practice 
Guide” as of Dec 2018, and as early as Dec 2014 (p5). 

• Note: LGBTQ-inclusive cultural competency training is available but not required. 

• State’s nondiscrimination law enumerates sexual orientation (1991) and gender identity (2011) 
 
Delaware  

• State agency policy prohibits discrimination against all individuals (adults and youth) based on 
sexual orientation and gender identity. See DSCYF’s Policy #217 (April 2019, and as early as Nov 
2012 as Policy CS-008). 

• State’s nondiscrimination law explicitly includes state, local, and tax-funded agencies performing 
public functions (via definition of public accommodations). State’s nondiscrimination law 
enumerates sexual orientation (2009) and gender identity (2013). 

 

ftp://leginfo.ca.gov/pub/05-06/bill/sen/sb_1401-1450/sb_1441_bill_20060828_chaptered.html
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billTextClient.xhtml?bill_id=200320040AB458
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?lawCode=WIC&sectionNum=16001.9
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billTextClient.xhtml?bill_id=200320040AB458
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=201520160SB731
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?lawCode=WIC&sectionNum=16001.9
https://casa17th.org/fileLibrary/Foster%20Child%20Billof%20Rights%20SB%2011-120.pdf
https://advance.lexis.com/container?config=0345494EJAA5ZjE0MDIyYy1kNzZkLTRkNzktYTkxMS04YmJhNjBlNWUwYzYKAFBvZENhdGFsb2e4CaPI4cak6laXLCWyLBO9&crid=90a2d3b5-f21d-4ef2-9f10-1d9d3a7d9a80
https://movementadvancementpro.sharepoint.com/Shared%20Documents/Policy/Equality%20Maps/C.R.S.%2024-34-301
https://advance.lexis.com/documentpage/?pdmfid=1000516&crid=12d16f6f-df94-4e07-bff4-1cc75815850b&nodeid=AAYAADAAGAAGAAB&nodepath=%2FROOT%2FAAY%2FAAYAAD%2FAAYAADAAG%2FAAYAADAAGAAG%2FAAYAADAAGAAGAAB&level=5&haschildren=&populated=false&title=24-34-601.+Discrimination+in+places+of+public+accommodation+-+definition&indicator=true&config=014FJAAyNGJkY2Y4Zi1mNjgyLTRkN2YtYmE4OS03NTYzNzYzOTg0OGEKAFBvZENhdGFsb2d592qv2Kywlf8caKqYROP5&pddocfullpath=%2Fshared%2Fdocument%2Fstatutes-legislation%2Furn%3AcontentItem%3A5X45-0DF1-DXHD-G36P-00008-00&ecomp=h3t79kk&prid=06a4385b-89ff-42ee-8600-9a5f1d53398f
https://leg.colorado.gov/sites/default/files/images/olls/2008a_sl_341.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/DCF/Policy/Chapters/21-16.pdf?la=en
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/DCF/Policy/Chapters/21-16.pdf?la=en
https://portal.ct.gov/DCF/Policy/Bulletins/Bulletin-2004-6
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/DCF/Policy/BPGuides/21-16PG-Transgender.pdf?la=en
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/DCF/Policy/BPGuides/21-16PG-Transgender.pdf?la=en
http://www.ct.gov/shp/lib/shp/pdf/Transgender_Practice_Guide.pdf
https://kids.delaware.gov/policies/dscyf/dsc217-non-discrimination.pdf
https://kids.delaware.gov/policies/pbh/cs008-Youth-Family-Rights.pdf


 
 
 

 

District of Columbia  

• State agency policy prohibits discrimination in adoption, foster care, and for youth in the child 
welfare system on the bases of sexual orientation and gender identity. See CFSA’s Statement of 
Nondiscrimination (2011) and Gender Identity and Expression Policy (2017) 

• State’s nondiscrimination law explicitly includes/applies to the state, state licenses, benefits, 
and more (§ 2–1402.67). State’s nondiscrimination law enumerates sexual orientation (1977) 
and gender identity (2006). 

 
Florida  

• State regulation includes protections against discrimination for youth in the child welfare system 
on the bases of sexual orientation and gender identity. See FAC 65C-14.021 (2016) and FAC 65C-
14.040 (2016). 

• State regulation includes a protocol for determining whether transgender youth in out-of-home 
care should be placed according to their gender identity. See FAC 65C-14.040 (2016). 

• State regulation requires LGBTQ-inclusive cultural competency training for staff working directly 
with children. See FAC 65C-14.023 (2016). 

 
Georgia  

• State has no explicit protection against discrimination on the bases of sexual orientation or 
gender identity for youth in the child welfare system. 

 
Hawai`i 

• State law and policy prohibit discrimination against all individuals (adults and youth) in the child 
welfare system on the bases of sexual orientation and gender identity. See DHS’s Discrimination 
Complaints Policy (2014) and Rights of Children in Foster Care (2018; from SB 2790 (2018)).  

 
Idaho  

• State has policy-based protections against discrimination on the bases of sexual orientation, 
gender identity, and gender expression. See Idaho Youth in Care Bill of Rights (2015).  

 
Illinois 

• State agency policy prohibits discrimination against all DCFS service recipients on the bases of 
sexual orientation and gender identity. See DCFS’s Affirmative Action Statement (at least as 
early as Feb 2017). 

• State has policy-based protections against discrimination against youth in the child welfare 
system on the bases of sexual orientation and gender identity. See Illinois Foster Child and 
Youth Bill of Rights (2016) 

• State policy provides transgender youth with the right to be placed according to their gender 
identity. See Illinois Foster Child and Youth Bill of Rights (2016).  

• State policy requires LGBTQ-inclusive cultural competency training. See Illinois Foster Child and 
Youth Bill of Rights (2016) 

• State nondiscrimination law applies to public officials (775 ILCS 5-102). State’s nondiscrimination 
law enumerates sexual orientation, defined to include gender identity (2005, effective 2006) 

 

https://cfsa.dc.gov/publication/statement-nondiscrimination
https://cfsa.dc.gov/publication/statement-nondiscrimination
https://cfsa.dc.gov/sites/default/files/dc/sites/cfsa/publication/attachments/GAP_Gender_Identity_and_Expression_FINAL.pdf
https://code.dccouncil.us/dc/council/code/sections/2-1402.67.html
https://www.flrules.org/gateway/RuleNo.asp?id=65C-14.021
https://www.flrules.org/gateway/ruleNo.asp?id=65C-14.040
https://www.flrules.org/gateway/ruleNo.asp?id=65C-14.040
https://www.flrules.org/gateway/ruleNo.asp?id=65C-14.040
https://www.flrules.org/gateway/ruleNo.asp?id=65C-14.023
http://humanservices.hawaii.gov/wp-content/uploads/2014/10/Policy-4.10.1-Disc-Complaint.pdf
http://humanservices.hawaii.gov/wp-content/uploads/2014/10/Policy-4.10.1-Disc-Complaint.pdf
http://www.ilpconnections.org/uploads/1/1/5/4/115414149/cws_form_for_youth-final__10-19-18_.pdf
https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/Archives/measure_indiv_Archives.aspx?billtype=SB&billnumber=2790&year=2018
https://legislature.idaho.gov/wp-content/uploads/sessioninfo/2016/interim/160930_fcsc_04b_IdahoYouthCareBillRights.pdf
https://www2.illinois.gov/dcfs/aboutus/OAA/Pages/default.aspx
https://web.archive.org/web/20170217151220/https:/www2.illinois.gov/dcfs/aboutus/OAA/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.illinois.gov/dcfs/aboutus/notices/Documents/CFS_496-1_Illinois_Foster_Child_and_Youth_Bill_of_Rights.pdf
https://www.illinois.gov/dcfs/aboutus/notices/Documents/CFS_496-1_Illinois_Foster_Child_and_Youth_Bill_of_Rights.pdf
https://www.illinois.gov/dcfs/aboutus/notices/Documents/CFS_496-1_Illinois_Foster_Child_and_Youth_Bill_of_Rights.pdf
https://www.illinois.gov/dcfs/aboutus/notices/Documents/CFS_496-1_Illinois_Foster_Child_and_Youth_Bill_of_Rights.pdf
https://www.illinois.gov/dcfs/aboutus/notices/Documents/CFS_496-1_Illinois_Foster_Child_and_Youth_Bill_of_Rights.pdf
http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/ilcs4.asp?DocName=077500050HArt%2E+5&ActID=2266&ChapterID=64&SeqStart=2600000&SeqEnd=3200000


 
 
 

 

Indiana  

• State agency policy prohibits discrimination against individuals based on sexual orientation. See 
Indiana Department of Child Services Code of Conduct (2020; SO included as early as May 2010).  

• State agency policy prohibits discrimination against youth in the child welfare system on the 
bases of sexual orientation and gender identity. See Indiana Bill of Rights for Youth in Foster 
Care (2013). 

 
Iowa 

• State agency policy prohibits discrimination against all DHS clients and applicants on the bases 
of sexual orientation and gender identity. See Iowa Department of Human Services Non-
Discrimination Policy (as early as June 2012). 

• State’s nondiscrimination law explicitly includes/applies to state and local government and “tax-
supported districts” (VI §216.2, via definition of public accommodations). State’s 
nondiscrimination law enumerates sexual orientation and gender identity (2007). 

 
Kansas  

• State has no explicit protection against discrimination on the bases of sexual orientation or 
gender identity for youth in the child welfare system. 

• State permits state-licensed child welfare agencies to refuse to place and provide services to 
children and families, including LGBTQ people and same-sex couples, if doing so conflicts with 
their religious beliefs. See SB 284 (2018). 

 
Kentucky  

• State regulation prohibits discrimination against all individuals (adults and youth) on the bases 
of sexual orientation and gender identity in all government services. See Executive Order 2020-
554 (June 2020).  

 
Louisiana  

• State regulation includes protections against discrimination for youth in the child welfare system 
on the basis of sexual orientation only. See LAC 67-V §7311(E)(5) (2011) and LAC 67-V 
§7115(A)(5) (2011). 

 
Maine 

• State agency policy prohibits discrimination in its programs and services on the basis of sexual 
orientation (defined in state law to include gender identity). See Maine DHHS Nondiscrimination 
Notice (June 2017) and §4553 (2005) 

• State agency policy prohibits discrimination against youth in the child welfare system on the 
bases of sexual orientation, gender identity, and gender expression. See The Maine Youth in 
Care Bill of Rights (2008, revised 2016).  

• State’s nondiscrimination law explicitly includes/applies to state and local governments, 
agencies, and departments (5 § 4553.8, via definition of public accommodations). State’s 
nondiscrimination law enumerates sexual orientation, defined to include gender identity (2005). 

  

https://www.in.gov/dcs/files/Code%20of%20Conduct.pdf
https://web.archive.org/web/20100617100524/https:/www.in.gov/dcs/files/Code_of_Conduct.pdf
http://www.in.gov/dcs/files/Indiana_DCS_Bill_of_Rights_for_Youth_in_Care.pdf
http://www.in.gov/dcs/files/Indiana_DCS_Bill_of_Rights_for_Youth_in_Care.pdf
http://dhs.iowa.gov/non-discrimination-policy
http://dhs.iowa.gov/non-discrimination-policy
https://dhs.iowa.gov/sites/default/files/56Z-609-FO.pdf?012320202310
https://law.justia.com/codes/iowa/2018/title-vi/chapter-216/section-216.2/
https://legiscan.com/KS/text/SB284/2017
https://governor.ky.gov/attachments/20200629_Executive-Order_220-554_EqualEmployment.pdf
https://governor.ky.gov/attachments/20200629_Executive-Order_220-554_EqualEmployment.pdf
http://www.dcfs.louisiana.gov/assets/docs/searchable/OFS/Licensing/20110223ChildPlacingAgencyRegs.pdf
https://www.doa.la.gov/Pages/osr/lac/books.aspx
https://www.doa.la.gov/Pages/osr/lac/books.aspx
https://www.maine.gov/dhhs/documents/Nondiscrimination_Notice_June%202017.pdf
https://www.maine.gov/dhhs/documents/Nondiscrimination_Notice_June%202017.pdf
http://legislature.maine.gov/legis/statutes/5/title5sec4553.html
http://www.maine.gov/dhhs/ocfs/cw/youth_bill_rights.pdf
http://www.maine.gov/dhhs/ocfs/cw/youth_bill_rights.pdf
http://legislature.maine.gov/legis/statutes/5/title5sec4553.html


 
 
 

 

Maryland 

• State nondiscrimination law explicitly applies to government units, officers, and employees 
(§20-901), including in public accommodations (§20-304). State’s nondiscrimination law 
enumerates sexual orientation (2001) and gender identity (2014). 

• State regulation includes protections against discrimination for youth in the child welfare system 
on the basis of sexual orientation only. See Md. Code Regs. 10.57.05.03(C). 

• State policy requires LGBTQ-inclusive cultural competency training. See Policy SSA-CW #17-08 
(2016), updated 2018. 

• Placement of transgender youth will be made on a case-by-case basis with input from the 
transgender child, and “shall not be based on the youth’s sex assigned at birth.” See Policy SSA-
CW #17-08 (2016), updated 2018. 

 
Massachusetts 

• State agency policy prohibits discrimination against all individuals (adults and youth) on the 
bases of sexual orientation and gender identity. See DCF’s LGBTQ – A Guide for Working With 
Youth and Families, pC-12, as early as Spring 2015. See also Massachusetts Foster Child Bill of 
Rights (2009).   

• State agency policy includes guidance for placing transgender youth according to gender 
identity. See DCF’s LGBTQ – A Guide for Working With Youth and Families, pD-16, as early as 
Spring 2015. 

• State regulation protects against discrimination for all applicants/recipients (adults and youth) 
of Department services on the basis of sexual orientation only. See 110 CMR 1.09 (2000). 

• Executive Order 526 (Feb 2011) required that “all programs, activities, and services provided, 
performed, licensed, chartered, funded, regulated, or contracted for by the state shall be 
conducted without unlawful discrimination” based on sexual orientation and gender identity.  

• State nondiscrimination law applies to the state and state services (via definition of public 
accommodations). State nondiscrimination law enumerates sexual orientation (1989) and 
gender identity (2016). 

 
Michigan  

• State agency policy prohibits discrimination against all individuals based on sexual orientation, 
gender identity, and gender expression. See MDHHS Nondiscrimination Statement (2019, and as 
early as July 2009). See also Dumont settlement (March 2019). 

o However, in Sept 2019, a federal judge issued a preliminary injunction of the Dumont 
settlement, meaning that a trial will need to be held to determine the status of religious 
exemptions and nondiscrimination in child welfare services. 

• State permits state-licensed child welfare agencies to refuse to place and provide services to 
children and families, including LGBTQ people and same-sex couples, if doing so conflicts with 
their religious beliefs. See HB 4188 (2015), HB 4189 (2015), and HB 4190 (2015). 

https://law.justia.com/codes/maryland/2018/state-government/title-20/subtitle-9/section-20-901/
https://law.justia.com/codes/maryland/2018/state-government/title-20/subtitle-3/section-20-304/
http://mdrules.elaws.us/comar/10.57.05.03
http://dhr.maryland.gov/documents/SSA%20Policy%20Directives/Child%20Welfare/SSA%2017-08%20Working%20with%20Lesbian,%20Gay,%20Bisexual,%20Transgender,%20and%20Questioning%20(LGBTQ)%20Youth%20and%20Families.pdf
http://dhs.maryland.gov/documents/SSA%20Policy%20Directives/Child%20Welfare/SSA%2018-13%20CW-Revised-Working-with-Lesbian-Gay-Bisexual-Transgender-and-Questioning-LGBTQ-Youth-and-Families.pdf
http://dhr.maryland.gov/documents/SSA%20Policy%20Directives/Child%20Welfare/SSA%2017-08%20Working%20with%20Lesbian,%20Gay,%20Bisexual,%20Transgender,%20and%20Questioning%20(LGBTQ)%20Youth%20and%20Families.pdf
http://dhr.maryland.gov/documents/SSA%20Policy%20Directives/Child%20Welfare/SSA%2017-08%20Working%20with%20Lesbian,%20Gay,%20Bisexual,%20Transgender,%20and%20Questioning%20(LGBTQ)%20Youth%20and%20Families.pdf
http://dhs.maryland.gov/documents/SSA%20Policy%20Directives/Child%20Welfare/SSA%2018-13%20CW-Revised-Working-with-Lesbian-Gay-Bisexual-Transgender-and-Questioning-LGBTQ-Youth-and-Families.pdf
https://www.mass.gov/doc/lgbtq-a-guide-for-working-with-youth-and-families/download
https://www.mass.gov/doc/lgbtq-a-guide-for-working-with-youth-and-families/download
http://www.mass.gov/eohhs/docs/dcf/foster-child-rights.pdf
http://www.mass.gov/eohhs/docs/dcf/foster-child-rights.pdf
https://www.mass.gov/doc/lgbtq-a-guide-for-working-with-youth-and-families/download
https://www.mass.gov/files/documents/2017/09/12/110cmr1.pdf
https://www.mass.gov/executive-orders/no-526-order-regarding-non-discrimination-diversity-equal-opportunity-and
http://www.michigan.gov/mdhhs/0,5885,7-339-73970_7701_76675-77286--,00.html
https://web.archive.org/web/20120616155739/https:/www.michigan.gov/documents/dhs/DHS-PUB-0255_284892_7.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/ag/03.22.19_FINAL_Dumont_settlement_summary_650097_7.pdf
http://www.startribune.com/judge-blocks-deal-to-bar-lgbt-discrimination-in-adoptions/561469042/
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/documents/2015-2016/publicact/pdf/2015-PA-0053.pdf
http://legislature.mi.gov/doc.aspx?2015-HB-4189
http://legislature.mi.gov/doc.aspx?2015-HB-4190


 
 
 

 

Minnesota 

• State agency policy prohibits discrimination against all individuals based on sexual orientation, 
defined in state law to include gender identity. See DHS Nondiscrimination Statement (as early 
as April 2008). See also MN DHS Working with lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and 
questioning/queer youth (2013). 

• State regulation includes protections against discrimination for youth in the child welfare system 
on the basis of sexual orientation, defined in state law to include gender identity. See Minn. R. 
2960.0050, Minn. R. 2960.0080, and Minn. R. 2960.3080 (2003). 

• State regulation requires LGBTQ-inclusive cultural competency training for child welfare staff. 
See Minn. R. 2960.0150 (2003).  

 
Mississippi  

• State has regulatory-based protection against discrimination on account of sexual orientation 
and gender identity for youth in the child welfare system. See CMR 18-6:1.D-XII Appendix L, 
Appendix M (2017; instituted 2013). 

• State permits state-licensed child welfare agencies to refuse to place and provide services to 
children and families, including LGBTQ people and same-sex couples, if doing so conflicts with 
their religious beliefs. See HB 1523 (2016). 

 
Missouri  

• State agency policy prohibits discrimination against all individuals based on sexual orientation 
only. See Missouri DSS Nondiscrimination Policy Statement (as early as June 2006).  

• See also Children’s Division “Best Practices Guidance for Supporting LGBTQ Youth in Foster Care 
for Child Welfare Staff” (2020). 
 

Montana  

• State agency policy prohibits discrimination against all individuals based on sexual orientation 
only. See DPHHS Nondiscrimination Policy (effective May 2010).  

 
Nebraska  

• State has no explicit protection against discrimination on the bases of sexual orientation or 
gender identity for youth in the child welfare system. 

 
Nevada 

• State law and policy includes protections against discrimination for youth in the child welfare 
system on the bases of sexual orientation and gender identity. See NRS §432.525 and Nevada's 
Foster Youth Bill of Rights (2011). 

• State law requires transgender youth to be placed in accordance with their gender identity. See 
AB 99 (2017).  

• State law requires LGBTQ-inclusive cultural competency training for providers. See AB 99 (2017). 

• State’s nondiscrimination law explicitly includes “adoption agency or other social service 
establishment” (NRS 651.050, in definition of public accommodations). State’s 
nondiscrimination law enumerates sexual orientation (2009) and gender identity (2011). 

https://mn.gov/dhs/general-public/about-dhs/administration-management/civil-rights.jsp
https://edocs.dhs.state.mn.us/lfserver/Legacy/DHS-5362-ENG
https://edocs.dhs.state.mn.us/lfserver/Public/DHS-6500-ENG
https://edocs.dhs.state.mn.us/lfserver/Public/DHS-6500-ENG
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/rules/2960.0050/
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/rules/2960.0050/
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/rules/2960.0080/
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/rules/2960.3080/
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/rules/?id=2960.0150
https://www.mdcps.ms.gov/wp-content/uploads/2017/09/DFCS-Policy-Section-D-09-11-17.pdf
https://www.mdcps.ms.gov/wp-content/uploads/2017/09/DFCS-Policy-Section-D-09-11-17.pdf
https://www.sos.ms.gov/acproposed/00019917b.pdf
http://billstatus.ls.state.ms.us/documents/2016/html/HB/1500-1599/HB1523SG.htm
http://dss.mo.gov/files/missouri-nondiscrimination-policy-statement.htm
https://web.archive.org/web/20100527112736/https:/dss.mo.gov/cd/info/forms/pdf/cs132.pdf
https://dss.mo.gov/cd/older-youth-program/files/best-practice-guide-for-staff.pdf
https://dss.mo.gov/cd/older-youth-program/files/best-practice-guide-for-staff.pdf
https://dphhs.mt.gov/NondiscriminationPolicy
https://web.archive.org/web/20161223005335/http:/www.dphhs.mt.gov/Portals/85/Documents/5-1-016Nondiscrimination.pdf
https://www.leg.state.nv.us/nrs/NRS-432.html#NRS432Sec525
http://dcfs.nv.gov/uploadedFiles/dcfsnvgov/content/Programs/CWS/IL/FosterYouthBORbrochure(1).pdf
http://dcfs.nv.gov/uploadedFiles/dcfsnvgov/content/Programs/CWS/IL/FosterYouthBORbrochure(1).pdf
https://www.leg.state.nv.us/Session/79th2017/Bills/AB/AB99_EN.pdf
https://www.leg.state.nv.us/Session/79th2017/Bills/AB/AB99_EN.pdf
https://www.leg.state.nv.us/NRS/NRS-651.html


 
 
 

 

New Hampshire 

• State agency policy prohibits discrimination against all individuals on the bases of sexual 
orientation and gender identity. See DCYF Policy Directive 17-50 (August 2017). 

• State nondiscrimination law applies to the state and its agencies (via definitions of person and 
public accommodations). State’s nondiscrimination law enumerates sexual orientation (1997) 
and gender identity (2018).  

 
New Jersey 

• State regulation and agency policy prohibit discrimination against all individuals on the bases of 
sexual orientation and gender identity. See NJAC Title 3A (2019), DCF’s LGBTQI Policy (Aug 
2016), DCF’s Policy No. 100 (April 2011), and Manual of Requirements for Resource Family 
Parents, 10:122C-1.6 

 
New Mexico 

• State has regulatory-based protection against discrimination against all individuals on the bases 
of sexual orientation and gender identity. See NMAC 8.26.5.15 (2009).  

• State regulation requires agency-provided LGBTQ-inclusive cultural competency training for 
current or prospective foster parents. See NMAC 8.26.5.18 (2009).    

 
New York  

• State regulations and agency policy prohibit discrimination against youth (and all individuals) on 
the bases of sexual orientation and gender identity. See NYOCFS Policy and Procedures Manual 
(2008), as well as regulations in 18 CRR-NY §441.24 (foster), 18 CRR-NY §423.4 (preventive 
services), and 18 CRR-NY §421.3 (adoption). 

• Youth can request particular placement on the bases of sexual orientation or gender identity 
and requests will be taken into consideration in placement determinations. See NYOCFS Policy 
and Procedures Manual (2008). 

• State has a policy requiring LGBTQ-inclusive cultural competency training for agency staff. See 
NYOCFS Policy and Procedures Manual (2008).  
 

North Carolina  

• State regulation prohibits discrimination against all individuals (adults and youth) on the bases 
of sexual orientation and gender identity in all government services. See Executive Order 24 
(October 2017).  

• State agency policy requires LGBTQ-inclusive cultural competency training for providers. See 
“Child Welfare Practice Guidance for LGBTQ+ Youth” (as early as April 2021). 

• State agency policy includes guidance on evaluating potential placements of LGBTQ youth, 
including regarding gender identity. See “Child Welfare Practice Guidance for LGBTQ+ Youth” (as 
early as April 2021). 

 
  

https://www.dhhs.nh.gov/dcyf/documents/dcyfpolicy1051.pdf
https://law.justia.com/codes/new-hampshire/2018/title-xxxi/chapter-354-a/section-354-a-2/
https://law.justia.com/codes/new-hampshire/2018/title-xii/chapter-155/section-155-39-a/
https://www.nj.gov/dcf/policy_manuals/Regulations.PDF
https://www.state.nj.us/dcf/policy_manuals/CPP-VI-B-1-500_issuance.shtml
https://www.nj.gov/dcf/policy_manuals/CPP-I-A-1-100_issuance.shtml
http://www.nj.gov/dcf/providers/licensing/laws/RFmanual.pdf
http://www.nj.gov/dcf/providers/licensing/laws/RFmanual.pdf
http://164.64.110.239/nmac/parts/title08/08.026.0005.htm
http://164.64.110.239/nmac/parts/title08/08.026.0005.htm
https://www.nycourts.gov/ip/judicialinstitute/transgender/220U.pdf
https://govt.westlaw.com/nycrr/Document/I7a2b3b447e9411e3b2750000845b8d3e?viewType=FullText&originationContext=documenttoc&transitionType=CategoryPageItem&contextData=(sc.Default)
https://govt.westlaw.com/nycrr/Document/I50c87826cd1711dda432a117e6e0f345?viewType=FullText&originationContext=documenttoc&transitionType=CategoryPageItem&contextData=(sc.Default)&bhcp=1
https://govt.westlaw.com/nycrr/Document/I50c82a2ccd1711dda432a117e6e0f345?viewType=FullText&originationContext=documenttoc&transitionType=CategoryPageItem&contextData=(sc.Default)
https://www.nycourts.gov/ip/judicialinstitute/transgender/220U.pdf
https://www.nycourts.gov/ip/judicialinstitute/transgender/220U.pdf
https://www.nycourts.gov/ip/judicialinstitute/transgender/220U.pdf
https://governor.nc.gov/media/397/open
https://policies.ncdhhs.gov/divisional/social-services/child-welfare/policy-manuals/child-welfare-practice-guidance-for-lgbtq-youth.pdf
https://policies.ncdhhs.gov/divisional/social-services/child-welfare/policy-manuals/child-welfare-practice-guidance-for-lgbtq-youth.pdf


 
 
 

 

North Dakota  

• State agency explicitly interprets existing protections against discrimination in public services 
based on sex to include both sexual orientation and gender identity. See North Dakota 
Department of Labor and Human Rights statement (2020). 

• State regulation prohibits discrimination against youth in the child welfare system on the basis 
of sexual orientation only. See NDAC 75-03-36-35 (April 2010) and North Dakota Foster Care 
Handbook for Youth (Jan 2014). 

• State permits state-licensed child welfare agencies to refuse to place and provide services to 
children and families, including LGBTQ people and same-sex couples, if doing so conflicts with 
their religious beliefs. See ND Century Code §50-12-07.1 (2003). 

 
Ohio  

• State regulation explicitly prohibits discrimination against youth in the child welfare system on 
the bases of sexual orientation and gender identity. See OAC 5101:2-5-35(A)(15), “Youth Bill of 
Rights” (Nov 2021). 

o Previously, state regulation prohibited discrimination against youth in the child welfare 
system on the bases of sexual orientation and “sexual identity” only. See Ohio Admin. 
Code 5101:2-7-09 (2014). 

• State regulation does not explicitly require that transgender youth be housed according to 
gender identity, but several provisions strongly support such rights, including: 

o OAC 5101:2-5-35(A)(15), prohibiting discrimination based on gender identity 
o OAC 5101:2-5-35(A)(3)(c), “The right to receive timely and consistent access to clothing 

appropriate to the child’s age and gender identity. This includes the right to participate 
and provide input regarding the selection of their clothing.” 

o OAC 5101:2-5-35(A)(8), “The right to have their opinions heard and be included when 
any decisions are being made affecting their lives.” 

o OAC 5101:2-5-35(G), the primacy of the youth’s rights over the rights of a resource 
family or caregiver 

 
Oklahoma  

• State regulation prohibits discrimination against youth in the child welfare system on the bases 
of sexual orientation and gender identity. See OAC 340:75-14-1(b) (2019), Form 04IL011E Rights 
of Oklahoma Foster Youth (p57, 2016), and DHS’s LGBTQ Children, Youth, and Families Practice 
Guidebook (2019). 

• State permits state-licensed child welfare agencies to refuse to place and provide services to 
children and families, including LGBTQ people and same-sex couples, if doing so conflicts with 
their religious beliefs. See SB 1140 (2018). 

 
  

https://www.nd.gov/labor/news/nddolhr-now-accepting-and-investigating-charges-discrimination-based-sexual-orientation-and
https://www.nd.gov/labor/news/nddolhr-now-accepting-and-investigating-charges-discrimination-based-sexual-orientation-and
https://www.legis.nd.gov/information/acdata/pdf/75-03-36.pdf
https://www.nd.gov/dhs/info/pubs/docs/cfs/foster-youth-handbook.pdf
https://www.nd.gov/dhs/info/pubs/docs/cfs/foster-youth-handbook.pdf
http://www.legis.nd.gov/cencode/t50c12.pdf
https://codes.ohio.gov/ohio-administrative-code/rule-5101:2-5-35
https://codes.ohio.gov/ohio-administrative-code/rule-5101:2-5-35
http://codes.ohio.gov/oac/5101:2-7-09v1
http://codes.ohio.gov/oac/5101:2-7-09v1
http://www.okdhs.org/library/policy/Pages/oac340075140001000.aspx
https://oksa.ou.edu/sites/default/files/event_flyers/Combined%20OKSA%20Manual.pdf
https://oksa.ou.edu/sites/default/files/event_flyers/Combined%20OKSA%20Manual.pdf
https://cwtraining.oucpm.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/LGBTQ-Guidebook-Sept-2018-May-29-2019.pdf
https://cwtraining.oucpm.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/LGBTQ-Guidebook-Sept-2018-May-29-2019.pdf
https://legiscan.com/OK/text/SB1140/2018


 
 
 

 

Oregon 

• State agency policy prohibits discrimination against all individuals on the basis of sexual 
orientation, defined in state law to include gender identity. See Oregon Department of Human 
Services, Children, Adults and Families Policy No. I-A.1, Client Rights – Policy (2007). 

• State regulation does not explicitly require that transgender youth be housed according to 
gender identity, but OAR 413-200-0335(1)(A) states that “Department staff must consider the 
age, gender, gender expression, and gender identity, culture, special needs, behavior, and 
history of abuse of the child or young adult in the care or custody of the Department, when 
determining appropriate sleeping arrangements.” 

 
Pennsylvania  

• State has no explicit protection against discrimination on the bases of sexual orientation or 
gender identity for youth in the child welfare system. 

o However, state has a regulation prohibiting discrimination against youth in the child 
welfare system only in the context of residential facilities, based on sexual orientation 
only. See 55 Pa. Code § 3800.32. 

  
Rhode Island 

• State law prohibits state agencies from discriminating in the provision of services based on 
sexual orientation (1995) and gender identity (2001) (§28-5.1-7) 

• State has law and regulatory-based protections against discrimination against all individuals on 
the bases of sexual orientation and gender identity. See R.I. Gen. L. 42-72-15 (2015, Children’s 
Bill of Rights), 214-RICR-10-00-1.14(c), and 214-RICR-40-00-4. 

• State agency policy prohibited discrimination based on sexual orientation only as early as Sept 
2009, and both sexual orientation and gender identity by October 2011.  

• State agency policy requires LGBTQ-inclusive cultural competency training for DCYF staff. See 
Staff Protocol: Sexual Orientation, Gender Identity and Expression (2016).   

 
South Carolina  

• State agency policy prohibits discrimination against all individuals on the basis of sexual 
orientation only. See South Carolina Department of Social Services Human Services Policy and 
Procedure Manual, Section 710 “Non-Discrimination” (2016).  

• State permits state-licensed child welfare agencies to refuse to place and provide services to 
children and families, including LGBTQ people and same-sex couples, if doing so conflicts with 
their religious beliefs. See HB 4950, §38.29 (2018). See also Trump administration waiver of 
federal nondiscrimination requirements (2019). 

 
South Dakota  

• State agency policy prohibits discrimination against all individuals on the bases of sexual 
orientation and gender identity. See DSS’s Notice of Nondiscrimination (adopted 2014).  

• State permits state-licensed child welfare agencies to refuse to place and provide services to 
children and families, including LGBTQ people and same-sex couples, if doing so conflicts with 
their religious beliefs. See SB 149 (2017). 

 

https://www.dhs.state.or.us/policy/childwelfare/manual_1/i-a1.pdf
https://www.dhs.state.or.us/policy/childwelfare/manual_1/i-a1.pdf
https://oregon.public.law/rules/oar_413-200-0335#:~:text=An%20instrument%20of%20physical%20restraint,Department%20placed%20in%20the%20home.
http://www.pacodeandbulletin.gov/Display/pacode?file=/secure/pacode/data/055/chapter3800/s3800.32.html&d=reduce
http://webserver.rilin.state.ri.us/Statutes/TITLE28/28-5.1/28-5.1-7.HTM
https://law.justia.com/codes/rhode-island/2015/title-42/chapter-42-72/section-42-72-15/
https://rules.sos.ri.gov/regulations/part/214-10-00-1
https://rules.sos.ri.gov/regulations/part/214-40-00-4
https://web.archive.org/web/20090924060421/http:/www.dhs.ri.gov/DefaultPermissions/DHSNonDiscriminationNotice/tabid/152/Default.aspx
https://web.archive.org/web/20090924060421/http:/www.dhs.ri.gov/DefaultPermissions/DHSNonDiscriminationNotice/tabid/152/Default.aspx
https://web.archive.org/web/20120808135724/http:/www.dcyf.ri.gov/docs/fc_reg.pdf
http://www.dcyf.ri.gov/policyregs/sexual_orientation__gender_identity_and_expression.htm
https://dss.sc.gov/media/2079/foster_home_licensing_v16-01.pdf
https://dss.sc.gov/media/2079/foster_home_licensing_v16-01.pdf
http://www.scstatehouse.gov/query.php?search=DOC&searchtext=adoption&category=BUDGET&year=2018&version_id=4&return_page=&version_title=As%20passed%20by%20the%20Senate&conid=9211100&result_pos=0&keyval=37847&numrows=10
https://governor.sc.gov/sites/default/files/Documents/newsroom/HHS%20Response%20Letter%20to%20McMaster.pdf
https://dss.sd.gov/keyresources/discrimination.aspx
http://www.sdlegislature.gov/docs/legsession/2017/Bills/SB149P.htm


 
 
 

 

Tennessee 

• State agency policy prohibits discrimination against all individuals on the bases of sexual 
orientation and gender identity. See Guidelines for Managing Children/Youth in DCS Custody 
Related to Sexual Orientation, Gender Identity and Expression (2015). 

• State agency policy directs staff to consider placement of transgender youth on a case-by-case 
basis, including guidance to base placement on gender identity when possible. See above 
guidelines (2015). 

• State agency policy requires LGBTQ-inclusive cultural competency training for DCS staff. See 
above guidelines (2015).  

• State permits state-licensed child welfare agencies to refuse to place and provide services to 
children and families, including LGBTQ people and same-sex couples, if doing so conflicts with 
their religious beliefs. See H.B. 836 (2020). 

 
Texas  

• State has no explicit protection against discrimination on the bases of sexual orientation and 
gender identity for youth in the child welfare system.  

• State permits state-licensed child welfare agencies to refuse to place and provide services to 
children and families, including LGBTQ people and same-sex couples, if doing so conflicts with 
their religious belief. See Tex. HB 3859 (2017). 

 
Utah 

• State regulation prohibits discrimination against youth in the child welfare system on the basis 
of sexual orientation only. See Utah Admin. Code R501-12-13 (2014). 

• State agency policy has protections against discrimination against youth in the child welfare 
system on the bases of sexual orientation and gender identity. See Practice Guidelines (2020, 
and as early as 2013).  

• State agency policy includes LGBTQ-inclusive training for DCFS staff and prospective families. 
See Practice Guidelines (2020, and as early as 2013). 

• State agency policy provides that transgender youth will not automatically be housed according 
to sex assigned at birth. See Practice Guidelines (2020, and as early as 2013).  

 
Vermont 

• State agency policy prohibit discrimination against all individuals on the bases of sexual 
orientation and gender identity. See State of Vermont AHS, Chapter/Number 1.11, Non-
Discrimination regarding receipt of services and benefits (May 2009). 

• Agency policy includes guidance for placing transgender youth, including consideration of their 
gender identity rather than sex assigned at birth. See Family Services Policy #76 (Jan 30, 2017). 

 
  

https://files.dcs.tn.gov/policies/chap20/20.20.pdf
https://files.dcs.tn.gov/policies/chap20/20.20.pdf
http://wapp.capitol.tn.gov/apps/BillInfo/Default.aspx?BillNumber=SB1304
http://www.legis.state.tx.us/tlodocs/85R/billtext/pdf/HB03859I.pdf
https://rules.utah.gov/publicat/code/r501/r501-12.htm
https://www.powerdms.com/public/UTAHDHS/documents/274994
http://newleafalternative.com/pdfs/LGBTQ%20train%20material.pdf
https://www.powerdms.com/public/UTAHDHS/documents/274994
http://newleafalternative.com/pdfs/LGBTQ%20train%20material.pdf
https://www.powerdms.com/public/UTAHDHS/documents/274994
http://newleafalternative.com/pdfs/LGBTQ%20train%20material.pdf
https://humanservices.vermont.gov/sites/ahsnew/files/doc_library/non-discrimination.pdf
https://humanservices.vermont.gov/sites/ahsnew/files/doc_library/non-discrimination.pdf
https://dcf.vermont.gov/sites/dcf/files/FSD/Policies/76.pdf


 
 
 

 

Virginia  

• State regulation prohibits discrimination against youth in the child welfare system on the basis 
of sexual orientation only. See 22 VAC 40-211-80(A) (2009). 

• State agency manual also includes guidance for working with LGBTQ youth, but it does not 
explicitly prohibit discrimination. See Child and Family Services Manual, 17.14 “Working with 
Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, Questions (LGBTQ) youth in foster care” (2021, and as early 
as 2018). 

• State permits state-licensed child welfare agencies to refuse to place and provide services to 
children and families, including LGBT people and same-sex couples, if doing so conflicts with 
their religious beliefs. See Va. Code Ann § 63.2-1709.3 (2012). 

 
Washington 

• State agency policy and regulations prohibit discrimination against all individuals on the bases of 
sexual orientation and gender identity. See Administrative Policy 7.22 (2011), DSHS 
nondiscrimination policy (as early as Sept 2013), Wash. Admin. Code 388-147-1595 (2015), and 
Wash. Admin. Code 388-148-1520.  

• State agency policy includes guidance for placing transgender youth according to their gender 
identity. See DCYF Policy 6900: Supporting LGBTQ+ Identified Children and Youth (July 2018). 

 
West Virginia  

• State agency policy prohibits discrimination against all individuals on the bases of sexual 
orientation and gender identity. See Bureau of Children and Families Youth Services Policy, 
Sections 11.1 and 11.2 (October 2017 with only SO, updated May 2019 to add GI)  

• State regulations prohibit discrimination against youth in the child welfare system on the basis 
of sexual orientation only. See WV CSR §78-2-9 (2001). 

• State requires LGBTQ-inclusive cultural competency training for child welfare staff. See WV CSR 
§78-3-11.1.c.3 (2013; see code history here). 

 
Wisconsin 

• State regulation prohibits discrimination against youth on the basis of sexual orientation only. 
See Wis. Admin. Code DCF §56.09 (foster parents), DCF §52.11 (licensees), DCF §54.04 (child 
placing agencies generally), and DCF §57.05 (group homes). (2008) 

 
Wyoming  

• State regulations prohibit discrimination against youth on the basis of sexual orientation only. 
See Wyo. Admin. Code § FAMS 29 Ch. 3 §23(b) (2013) and WCWR 049-080-003.  

 
 

U.S. Territories 
 
American Samoa 

• Territory lacks explicit protections against discrimination based on sexual orientation and 
gender identity for prospective foster parents 

 

https://law.lis.virginia.gov/admincode/title22/agency40/chapter211/section80/
https://www.dss.virginia.gov/files/division/dfs/fc/intro_page/guidance_manuals/fc/07_2021/section_17_managing_foster_care_services.pdf
https://www.dss.virginia.gov/files/division/dfs/fc/intro_page/guidance_manuals/fc/07_2021/section_17_managing_foster_care_services.pdf
https://www.dss.virginia.gov/files/division/dfs/fc/intro_page/guidance_manuals/fc/11_2018/section_17_managing_foster_care_services.draft.1.pdf
http://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/title63.2/chapter17/section63.2-1709.3/
https://web.archive.org/web/20170210133417/https:/www.dshs.wa.gov/sites/default/files/SESA/odi/documents/07-22.pdf
https://www.dshs.wa.gov/sites/default/files/publications/documents/22-1511.pdf
https://www.dshs.wa.gov/sites/default/files/publications/documents/22-1511.pdf
https://casetext.com/regulation/washington-administrative-code/title-388-social-and-health-services-department-of/child-care-agencieslicensing-requirements/chapter-388-147-licensing-requirements-for-child-placing-agency-and-adoption-services/fire-safety/service-planning/section-388-147-1595-what-are-the-requirements-about-nondiscrimination
https://casetext.com/regulation/washington-administrative-code/title-388-social-and-health-services-department-of/child-care-agencieslicensing-requirements/chapter-388-148-licensing-requirements-for-child-foster-homes/group-care-facility-group-receiving-centers-recreational-activities-equipment-and-space/services-to-children/section-388-148-1520-what-services-am-i-expected-to-provide-for-children-in-my-care
https://www.dcyf.wa.gov/6000-operations/6900-supporting-lgbtq-identified-children-and-youth
http://dhhr.wv.gov/bcf/policy/Documents/Youth%20Services%20Policy.pdf
http://dhhr.wv.gov/bcf/policy/Documents/Youth%20Services%20Policy.pdf
https://web.archive.org/web/20180817112450/http:/dhhr.wv.gov/bcf/policy/Documents/Youth%20Services%20Policy.pdf
https://dhhr.wv.gov/bcf/Providers/Documents/Residential%20Child%20PLacing%20Rules.pdf
https://apps.sos.wv.gov/adlaw/csr/readfile.aspx?DocId=26850&Format=PDF
https://apps.sos.wv.gov/adlaw/csr/rule.aspx?rule=78-03
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/code/admin_code/dcf/021_099/56/09
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/code/admin_code/dcf/021_099/52/II/11
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/code/admin_code/dcf/021_099/54/04
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/code/admin_code/dcf/021_099/57/I/05
https://www.minnesotalawreview.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/Woods_FINAL.pdf
https://rules.wyo.gov/Search.aspx?mode=1
https://library.childwelfare.gov/cwig/ws/library/docs/gateway/Blob/92824.pdf?w=+NATIVE%28%27RECNO%3D%2292824%22%27%29&upp=0&rpp=10&r=1&m=1


 
 
 

 

Guam 

• Territory lacks explicit protections against discrimination based on sexual orientation and 
gender identity for prospective foster parents 

 
Northern Mariana Islands 

• Territory lacks explicit protections against discrimination based on sexual orientation and 
gender identity for prospective foster parents 

 
Puerto Rico 

• Territory regulation prohibits discrimination against youth on the bases of sexual orientation 
and gender identity. See Regulation 8319, Article 18 (as early as 2019). 

 
U.S. Virgin Islands 

• Territory lacks explicit protections against discrimination based on sexual orientation and 
gender identity for prospective foster parents 

 

https://agencias.pr.gov/agencias/secretariado/Avisos%20Publicos/REGLAMENTO%20PARA%20ENMENDAR%20EL%20REGLAMENTO%20N%C3%9AM.%208319,%20REGLAMENTO%20DE%20LA%20LEY%20PARA%20LA%20SEGURIDAD,%20BIENESTAR%20Y%20PROTECCI%C3%93N%20DE%20MENORES.pdf#search=8319

